72              TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
A radical solution of the question of the Straits was en-
visaged by Count Mouraview, the Russian Foreign Minister,
early in 1900; the moment seemed opportune in view of
the Boer War, which was occupying and embarrassing Eng-
land sufficiently at that time to preclude effective opposition
on her part to action by Russia. But internal conditions, par-
ticularly lack of naval preparedness and financial difficulties,
made the execution of any such plan inadvisable. Moreover,
the attention of Russia was being directed increasingly to
the Far East, where she soon became engaged in war with
Japan. France and England, meanwhile, were endeavoring
to compose by negotiation and conference various differ-
ences with Germany and Russia, and with each other. Thus,
because of an interplay of circumstances, conflicts between
the Great Powers with respect to the Straits were sub-
merged for several years.
But when Russia, defeated by Japan in Asia and further
weakened by revolution at home, turned her attention anew
to Europe and the Near East, the stage was set for her am-
bitious Foreign Minister, Mr. Izvolski, to rekindle the smoul-
dering question into a burning flame.
THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN AGREEMENT AND THE REOPENING
OF THE QUESTION OF THE STRAITS
Following her defeat in the war with Japan, Russia sought
to strengthen her position by putting on a friendlier basis
her relations with Great Britain which, to a greater or less
extent, had been strained by the imperial ambitions of both
governments not only in the Near East but in Asia. Such a
policy had been urged upon Russia for some time by her
French ally, but it was not until after the Japanese war that